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THE THUNDER STORM.
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It was In the late spring In Florencs, when
prown, bare-legged men fOubisd In the shallows
of this Arno, and birds were singlng among the
sun-flecked myrilos in the Cascine, that | mest
Challoner., He was & pleasant Knghishmun with
& toueh of gray In hils bair, and & bote of reserve
In his voloe and manner, sl disappesrsd of oite
becoming better mcqualnted, We wers seated
together at the talle o'lote, and when Flotence
was At dis lovellesty, and  people  began
o leave because of the heat, Chnlloner
took the room next (o mine, and the
dvor of communication wes nearly  al
ways open afier that, e knew Florenco
and s history well, and wo not anly trod its
narrow atreeta together, but went it lnto the
country, lunching at little Inos and rambling
along the Aroo, or oi the hills, where we could
watch the oity gleaming In the sin below,
They wera pleasant days nnd passed all too
guickly, snd wlien Chatloner finally announced
bhin determination of leaving Florenve, | wan
sincerely sorey (o lose his companionship. 1
declded to gn north also, and in the afterncon
of our last day in Florence, as we were walking
down the Tornabuoni to our bankers, | snid;

“Why couldn't we travel together

“Oh, well-1 would be very pleasml, ut 'm
—ah—1'm going to meet friends, you know, and
I'm eather bound, don't yousee’ He was evi-
danily embarrassed and felt lis was not polite.

*0Oh, of course, In that cam it can’t be doue,”
Taaid.

“1 would really prefer togo with you,” msaid
Challoner warmly, ** but I ean't manage. 1 hope
you don'e think I'm rude?**

“Notatall I sald. " Why should 17"

1 ind, beslde my letter of credit. n dreaft for
three thousand franes, which lind just been sent
to me In payment of a dividend, and as 1 was
xoing to travel rapldly for a while, and had n
constant fesr of losing the dreafi, I decided to
enah it though I objected to taking so much
money with me as a usnal thing.

“How will you have this?' the cashier asked
e, when my deaft had been duly accepted.

“1n Baok of Fugland noven,” | answeored.

“You're wise," rald Chationer, “They're light.
and good all ovar the world, I've, travelled n
bit, and learned that nmong other thinga"

Challoner ieft me at the door of the bank and
went back to pack fils thines, and I went up o
Ean Miniato to see the view agnin. Giotto’s
white tower and the red-brown dome of the
Cathedral rose above the olty rools more effec-
tively than usual thnt afternoon, and the Arno
bad wurned o a deep, changeful blue that
seemed to harmonize equally well with the
yellow tone of the vunny town, the gray of the
bridges, anmd the bright green of the valley
through which it flowed. Tho result was that
the eyes wore feasted at the expense of tlie
stomach, and 1 was very Iate at talle d'hite,
But so was Challoner, who bad just finished
packing, so wo ate our dinner together, and

lengthered It with  conversation, much to
the disgust of the perspiring polyglot
whaiter. Challoner (nsisted on my orinking

champigne with him, and also on my
going with him to the Lballet al the ** Politeama'
to wes the newest feature. It was n curious
effect In black and white. At first a darkened
stage, in whose darkness one graduslly became
aware of motion, then white forms of women
wers seen gliding here and there through the
gloom, and sn with welrd returns from light to
darkness, to asudden blnze of silvery light that
revealed the whito urms and Nowing black hair
and thoe tlash of anowy Himbs under the floating
gauze as the dancers whirled round in & sweep-
inz bacehanndinn dance,

1 remember that ('halinnar said he thought it
would ba better If they " turned some black
light on the wiite effect.” and then we left the
theatre and went to the notel,

We were in onr roows. and [ had Just thrown
off my cont when I feit the package In the
poclet. The door betwsen our rooms was open,
and [ called to Challoner,

* What is 1t ho salid, coming to the door,

“I've forgotten to leave my money in the
munager's safe,” [ said, as [ dropped the pack.
age on my bed,

* Ry Jove!" sald Clnlloner, ** so have I,
®o dawhn and try it on now,”

We pulled on our conts nnd went down stalrs
The porter wan ta'king to a sleopy walter, and
Challonar sskel Liim for the mausger,

“* He Ix two hooes (n bed,' sabid the man,

e you open thie salfo ¥ | kald,

" No, Signore. Only the manager can,
you want to got somsthing ot 3*

" No" said Challutor. ™ \We want to put
something in."

*1 am very sorry,” said thie porter, and he
eaised his gold-banded cap and wished usy a
* happy night ' o= wo went up stairs,

| put my money aunder my plllaw and so did
Challoner, but he put his few English notes un.
der s mnattress, saying he felt anxlous,

“1don’t,"” sald I, and bidding him good-night
I half shut the dour betweon the rooms and was
sonn asleap.

The next thing I knew I wan sitiing np In bed
abont half awake listening toa most tremen.
dona thunder storm. The windows were open,
and though the wooden shutters were closed, |
conld see the quick Nashes of the lightning out.
sido and hear the rushing downponr of. the rain
Letween the dealening peals of Lhunder. | lay
back on the pillow and teled to sleep, but was
always brought back to wakefulness by a more
wivid finsh of lightolng or rattling burst of
thunder Just an I was losing consciousness,

Lying thus In the Aarkness | happened to onen
my eyes, and saw, apparently suspended in the
alr, at about the mididle of my room, a whits
hand, It was perfectly motionless, and stood
out in the Inky darkness like a hand of white
marble set. sgalost black velvet. 1 closed my
eyes, wondering if I were dreaming of the white
ballet, but when l opensd them again the hand
was still there. | hadd not the slightest bellof in

phosts o{ supernatural happenings, and felt no
1ur of the still white hand till. as | looked, the
forefinger moved slowly with a beekonlog mo-
tion, and then stopped. Three times the whilio
finger of that otherwise motionless hand re-
peated the motion. as 1f beckoning, but not to
e, and at the third movement | saw gnother
Band coldly, vividly white, evolve itself mat of
the darkness and float over sluwly to the flrst
one, where inma]l .

My sensation, which had at first been surprise
and wonder, hnd gradually and lmperceptibly
Inurensed to a strange fascination that held me
spellbonnd, watching those vold, white hands
to nes what they wonld do next.

I hind not lunr towelt. | remember vaguely
wunderiog i the arms they shounid belong o
would be also beckoned out of the darkness,
st perhaps the head aod body of snme ghostly
visitor 1o com plete thy whole,

Hutr what happsned was quite different ani
mors terrible,

The white, Inscrutable hands wore mot'onless
for & momenl, and then moved townnl each
other. The ﬂnr-r- spread npmet and Interlockml,
slways with the smine slow and gradinl motion
and the thumbs st Ot touchiod dghtly mnd
then pressed telitly l.nr.mln-r il the tusiles of
the bands st dur like whipeord, and  the
Apacy they encircied narrowed to a little irregy-
Iar !Lml. of Linckness,

When the pressure ancmed so great that the
musclos alaiost suanomd, the lownls  relased
slowly, and graduslly separnted sl becae
motionless as betore, Three tines, a8 i he
formor case, the hads paerformed iy motion,
and st the second Home | realized thnt 11 was the
motion of strangling  Duriog this time | van
dimly conscious Lhat the storm continued with
aaabated fury, thoukh all my attention was
flzed o those wlhite, deeadliul hands. Again

Let's

Did

N tried to apen it bat 1t  fast, 1slid my
glnl w rapidly over knob nuk‘ eyhole, m}d Wi
confrotted with a new problem,. When | went
tos et | Dol Tefy the door partly open. Now (@

was ol only shut and Ioeked, Hut the key was
o my shile

It wan the wirk of & few momanta to open the
dour, stimbie in the dark over Challoner’'s open
wline to hiim b, grab Bim by the shonlder, mud
" -nrl i violentls,

Five n'clodk 1 Ty anld, sleaplly.
ner, wake up ! | erle
Clie mmtter 2 Wha's

a1 e asked,

A For leaven's sake, get upoand Hght a
enndle ! nud inon momeot the licker of n camlle
shoowed ine Climlioner lesning over on his plllow
with eyes Lol f sbiot mgninst the Highit,

As e fMisine sprani i mid hie s ine clearly,
he dumped out of Bed and aeked, By Jove!
Whinb's the nratter?  You look dread ol

S foel woy T replied Y P va mewn woghostt

U ghost P pepuated Chnlloner, My dear
fellow: really - youonght not. Peoples don't ses
rlu--un nowmday 4" He sat on the elge of his
et Al stniied sleepily.

AR D bt b have. Look ™ and I drew my
Bnd seross my forehend wnd shook the ieads of
aweal teom i,

Wy dove!” exelaimed Clialloner,
fuily awnke now,

1 dropped Into s chinie snd told him my story
harsied s o whivn | described the silhoietts
of the tgtire rovenled to e by the finsh of light-
g Clin Honee Jumaped ug,

SN sk you've ween n ghost'" hie sald ex-
ehtedly, * hut sou'yve seen g robber™

SN el 1 aghost, or elye s murderer.”

UMY dear tellow," sald Challaner, “do be
reasonnlile ! [e your money all right ¢

Thie et ion aroused melike an eleetrie shock,

Chduns know 1 wrdd, and nerisd oo m
roon, followed by Challoner, Trembling, U1
Choe pilloow ik thie nopes were gone

a k! I thought," sibd Chattoner, ©This is bad."

S0 e thian Bad,t 1 osaid, 1 oan’t afford Lo
Jowe thint imuey. And, good heavens! Clalloner,
my watch in gone, too, and my purse. There
Wi eirly S0 foanes in that !t

S0, |y, thint is oo bad, really." sald Chal-
foner, *Cowme ito the hall snd ses I weo can
il any trace,” and tnking the candle from ma
Diw wteppedd o the door leading foto the hall, but
an lig turned the knob stopped with an exclama-
tion of surprise,

1" By Jove, Ihnllulnr'! locked, and the key'son
Lhie dshde b said,

“Woll, 1 locked ot mlnrlf last. night before 1
went to b L dephied, " but the remarkable
thing is this: When Lwent to bed Tnst night that
door Detween our rooms was blar, but when 1
triel to get into your reom just now it was not
l'ltll_\infﬂll. and locked, but the key was on the
Inside, ™

Clinlloner gave a low whistle, 1 must say
that was inysterions,” he snid.

“Yen " said |, bhurglors can't lock doors and
Ienye thie Key un the other side,™

U Perhaps you locked it in your sleep,' sald
Chinlloner,

1 never walked in my sleap—-why should |
now 20 avked, ' Hesides, | wonldn't steal my
own muney and watol,''

“Naturally,” said Challoner, “fhnt when you
threw yourself out of bed you might have
drageed your watch and money out in the bal-
clothes, and he pointed 1o the disordered heap
on the toor,

S HUL" | obfected, * when we came In the pil-
low was in place. 16 1 hind deagged the lower
shest wnd the pllow out with mowhen | jumped
that wonid Le peasonable, but thero they are,
untistarbed,” aud | pointed 1o the bed.

Neverthivless, wo searched the bedrelothes, the
bed, aud even the room, but found nothing.
Then, as the nlght air was cold after H]q atorm,
| bastily pulled on s deessing gown and slippers
wndd followed Challoner into his room, thorough-
y liscournged,

11t ns Chinlloner walked scross the room hie
struck sometbing with i bars foor, ploked it
un, wnd banded 1t Lo mewith A ery of surprise,

It was my purse, torn sanl empty !

*AWell, snid Challoner in amazement, * how
did that coine liere " 3

And Just then | saw another clue, “ Look,
Challoney, loak,"™ 1 wl:iamnﬁ, painting to the
door that opened on the hall, *That door's not
shut tighe!™ ;

“tioodd Heayvens, you're rlfhl. *sald Challoner,
spriuging to the door, which was pulled to, but
not st tight.

We opened the door, but the halls were dark
and silent,

As wo shit the door [ aaid, " Botter look after

our own money, Chnlloner, Vhe burginr's been
ere, ton,'

Clhalloner ran to his bed and polled off the pil-
low., There was nothing there. e Yhen searched
eagerly under the mattress and found his little
pile of bank notes, :

“Where's vour watch /7 1 naked,

W tozd [t an the dressing table, partly hid-
den under s cravat,

* Well," sald, | *'you'rs in luck."

Pty poor jock.” said Challoner, *I'm not
rich, wnd this means economy for some time**

“Yen, but think of me,” | saiil, " I've lost
everything™ e -

“ s drend ol my dear fellow,” roplind Chal.
loner, *and | fool responsible torit; | must have
forgatten to lock my door,™

Hut action was necessary now, an together we
soltly went down atairs, over the mosalc paved
hall, and waked the porter. He was alarmed
and astonished, and with him we went to the
mannger's rooin and rotsed him aleo, He gnes-
tloned the porter closelv, but the man insisted
that ns one had goneont oreosme insinee we did.

We made n tour of inspaction, however, and
the manager not only saw that all the doors were
lacked, hut took the kevs away with him, ‘Then
wo went bnek to our rooms, our fickering can-
dies Highting dlnllt the frescos of the hialls,

When we reachied our rooms we snt and
stoked, waiting for morniog.

L don't see how lie mmmgr-d 1, 1 sald,

“Toe snid Challoner, * He camn into my
rooan and teok the gold from under my  pillow,
Then he went to sour mom, locking the door
after him an [ couldn’t help you If you called.

on hie robhed yon"

“Hu" | persisted, " liow, after robhing me,
could he have gone out through that doeor and
left it lncked on the iuside "

“He didn’t gn out,” sald Challoner, * He
etajd whore he was, and followed you into my
ruom when you unlocked the door.  Then he
slip: nolsalossly into the ‘hinll throogh m
open door, pulled it to, and left for | wish
koew where, ‘The man who did It was an ex-
pert, trust (o thae '

Thethonght of the man's having been In the
room with mie, perhaps close to tie, as ume-
bled with the knob in the dorkness, sent the
cold chills rannlog down my spine, Still the
theory secmed the only possibie one, .

" Hesldes,” pursued Challoner, * there's abso-
Inite proof that he did so. e must have rohbed
mie fHest, because atter he robibwd you he had no
time to do s, The fact that the door was locked
on the inside whsn vou got to It proved he was
stitl du the room. Lastiy, we found your rifled
purse In my room, where he had evidently
thrown it down o get nid of any evidence of his
cullt, Now, he couldn't have had your purse in
s possession thl he had robbed you of it, and
he must have come back lute my room alter
that. or lie conlitu't have lefe it there. No donbt
ho winild have attacked you, or both of us, had
it boen pecessary, but chance made escape so
“’{- for him that he didn’t need 0.

“Yes," said I, “you're undonbtedly right,
Yo ought to have been a deétective, Challoner."

“No," sald be, smiling, ** the cliues were too
good for any one to miss, but at first we were
ton much excited to think."

We put our case Into the hands of the police
A8 cariy as possible the next day. They at once
arrestod the porter of the hotel, and the waiter
wl\tl: whom he had been talking the night betore,
what he had come down stiles 1o deposit our
valuables In the manager's snfe,

Tho waiter proved an alibi, and there belng
not a sorap of evidenco ugainst the porter, they
ware diseharged,

Then, thelr oMolal sense of duty being entirely
satistled, thy Florentine police relapsed into
thelr gormal coanditinn of masterly lnm‘ll\'lt&.' 1
will add that we salidl nothing to any one about
the ghostly white hands, Challoner did not
altogether bollove in thein, and | was ashamed
toadinit that 1 i, Bosldes, yon ean't arrest o
ghost, espeecinlly when he ls nothing but hiands,

We walted two doeys, nnd then € linlloner re-
eelved s telegram from Lis friends in Lucerne,
twelling Lim o hurey up. He showed it to me
and suid: |

“1'm golng. The mnney's
oo use throwing more after (¢,

“1 think there in," | snid, * and I'm golng to
walt and see, at nll ovents,”

o Challoner wont to Lucerne, offerMg Lo pa
half the expeises if | found the money, and ‘
wont to the police sgain nnd greased tlie wieeln
of jJustiee by ofMering 1,000 france fur the recoy.
ery of the noney with or without the thlef, and
H00 fur the thivl alune,

It neted Hke mngle, Nextday they nrrosted
three men b susplelon, but they were fmﬂ\rﬂl
fnoecent and discharded, Then the ohilef ad.
vined me to wave klorence inorder to lull sus-
pluion, nod salid events woulld be watehed, Sol
want disconsalately back thiroigh the liot strects
1o my room and paeknd,

1 hindd left apen the door that ted Inta Challo.
ner's deserted roor, for voaltiess nake, aud an |
wiis busily packing. a little draft of airswung
the duoe shit, | turoed the knob to pull it upen
buk the door siuck fast. Again 1 jerked it:
brnced tiyself anid pulled; | shook and rattle
at the door, but 11 resisted all my oiforts, As [

e was

gone, and there's

| deopped the Knob, greatly surprisad, o sudden

they were motioniess for a moment, aad then |

b
uua'heaua o move throngh the alr toward e
nlowly, evenly, st iy they oamme, and as e
mpace between us gradially lessened, for the
rat Cime inoauy Life | realizm] thio homan horrar

gl thie supernatuml. 1 ipled w0 speak, Lo piove,
at 1 could do peither. My tongue wil rarched
any) useless, my wuscles ns inp as =ik conds,

and my toghng nerves stroioied 10 1w brosk-
lugrltrh. coild only watch the ghastly Liands
of living marble as they camne ever nearer,

nearer, L they were hanglong over e, cluse 1o |

iy fave; till vhe dogees curved aud spread apart
roady weluteh,

Then waking one last supreme efort in the
I-urmr of the motuent | Lhrew iy self out of the

il and fell tnm heap on the Rovr. Just Lheu s
Lblluding Hash of lghtaing Ut ihe roan for o
secoml with lbs glare, and | saw the black ail-
Louelte of a Bgure bending vver the place where
I hind bown, ]

b e Blunk darkness that follvwed, whils the
wlla revarberaiad with the crash and bollow of
the thaudes. | leaped, in the lnleusity of fear

that  demands  sction, osto  the bed, with
clenehed dats striking tnto the dark
My blows foll Lartloss on the air, | found

Baothing,
Wil a cry | loapsd from the bed and stum-
e the door wpening nto Challoner's room

I

thoweht atraek we, and Envvling dawn 1 looked
carviilly dnto the erack of thoe door at the lock,

Tho door was locked, nipl the key un the in-
wile!  Lustinetively, Iturned sround, trambling,
wnil looked for those ghastly hands floating in
the ale, Nothing wes there, of courss, bul in
spite of bowt and davliight | shifvered,

Iuinton hed thie dogr and made o carefil roh
of both rooms, Having satisfied mysell that |
was cutirels wlone, | sel w0 work experimenting
with the envhanuted dour, Hriefly, thu result
Wwas Llie

I fuind that e door shint almost nolsalessly,
thint thero wis b nareow sieip of felt senlust
which the door feil when shiut, and that the slot
ik wiitch the lock worked was ulso lined with
thin felt,  Hut furtier, I foond that when the
look proteaded sboiot & sisteeuth of an luch
from the doar, the jar of the door's llllrl.llli
Wty b dock [lsell, snd with oaly the faluies
elick of spund. A Nitile exira force would turn
the lock back level with the dour, but after
lul!l‘ triils | foundd that | always stopped tlllrll-
Loy the key at the polut of irst resistance, w e
the tongue of the lock prodrades slightly ffm
e dour, A nolseless turn of Lhe key,
preatal the snchanted logk beowme rmsal !

Truly, CUhalloner was right. This was the
work of ap espert. Probably sowums one employ-
ed lu the hotel, Valees earry far, tuo, in those
Iofty pusalc-pavod hails and corvidors, smid
sotye ona lingoring in the dark might Ll!n
hoard us teill the porter we winh o pht
sometling lo the snfe. Woo knows?

Imporiant a8 this clue was, though, it ealy

served to purgle me atill mo I wahl oh with
d |
b R i e T e

| OF my room ai the noin.;h.rhnm-
barmald ) Teun me, It hopes of & Inkger foe,
no dimbt, a fittle photogeaph of Challoner hat
alhe himd found I his room when cleaning it
after his departure, was very glad toget I,
a8 | liked thalloner, aml gave linr an sxirs

tranc, tneh to phe chagrin of the * Hoots, '’
“rom phew | went to Como and vrossed Into
« Where | mint friends,

Hwitmmrinm

Time weed, Al ey nore lopeleas, (il
r\mutltﬁ: middie of August, when hops re-
Hrnml,

Therw 8 ndreary time fust abont dawn, when
BRI peone 1o wake und gred itate o his sing,
sty present, wiil possihle,

JL was dditeing such a perlod of meditation,
when thonght won aboormally gulekened, that
Annw clue, m new phinse of the rotbery socurred
tome, Next morning, despiin my foivids’ ox.
ntulatioge An Lo Lhe s lpaspieas of 0y searcl,

winrted for Florenee, On arviviog, [ sought
Lhe Chilef of Polfce and told him my theory,

“iravolo!™  Lim orid. CUhere wre  still
wittlies,

Wishitng to remiain nnkunown 1 spent n wesk
very quletly, ot even goig to thie bk for
chsbiow letteras, AL thie sl of thie week | grew
reatless and wont to ses Ll cllef, e woa
hoperul.  Todesd much had hnpoenet,  Hal yes.
terday the polloe of Venice vl come vpon the
robier's traok,  ‘Che best was warnn, but the
bild lnad Aowwen.  Me evidently suspectid noth.
Ing. 1t was fucthier Konown thst he lsed started
for Switzecland, so the frontisr polive Ll Lo
notitled mod wonld watch for hin,

e you think he will be caugho ™ T eald,

“Muprely!" cried the ehlef. ** The devil him-
self conld not escape!” In his exuborance he
slivok me by the hand and lacghed plensantly,
Such is the lhope of rawarnd,

Ho, walking home In an ajmlesa way, | turnml
into the narrow Hitthe vin Teatina that leads to
the vin de Huonl, where slands the Diroeris
Carnelio, In whose gardon T hind often slnked
my thirst with beer, toumlh thie groen roof of
bredlined vines,

magioe my astoulshment when, on enteriig
the lt'trt-n. I'saw Challoger seated st one of the
furthier tables, beside o glass of fonming beer,

As I walked quickly toward him [ ealied his
name, delightodly, At the sound he Juoiped
from hiw chair, ulpwmuz the litele table and his
beer i hils wurprise, . :

“ Where dil you drop from, Challoner ' |
anked, ns we shook hamls, i

“ M ' on rover, ps you know." he answered,
* Hut what can hinve broughit you ta Flnrﬂ_uue wi
thintime, Yot can't have business here

“Yes, | have 1 replied. * Lmportuait busl-
ness, too, [ am money huminpf e

“My dear fellow,” said Challoner, with a
deprocating sumile, ** you might ns well hinnt for
gold under wraivbow, 14 ls useless, Why sand
fnml money after bad? | have given up hope
ong s’

Nonmense,” 1 roplied,
and, besides, my hope wan never strunger,

I ordered lWwer for polh of us, When the
wnlter hiad brought the beer and left us [ eaid ;

" The Chilef and ©are stire we ure on the track
af the thief, and wiil get him soon. How does
that strike you, Challoper ¢

“ Really ™ said Chailoner, eagerly,

“Yeu," Ireaplied, it's beyond guestion. In
fact, ! have in my pocket m warrant of arrost
am arined with a hadge and credentials, N:J
carry A conyenient revolver in my pocket.
you see lam a pollce detective, pro tem,”

“But surelv thint can’t e legal.* snid Chal-
loper. **You're not an Jalinng citlzen,”

il S CECR ) irrmlmough." Isnid. “Any how,
I risk the Jogal part aond tey ot on. And, by
Jdove ! Challoney, we il got our money back '

“My dear tellow,” apid Clinllover, warmly, "1
hegzin to Lope once more, vour enthitsiasim 18 a0
catching, Formy part, I can never repay vou
for wll your trouble.” He held out his hand to
me noross the table, smiling geniaily,

But | did no. take hishand.  usliing back my
chuie, Ianid: " Yes, you can repay me for my
tronibie, Chindloner,  You ean repay e those
SN iranes,”

“Wnat do you mean®" said Challoner, in
surprise, lils arm stiil streteched aceoas the table,

“1ovenan.” waid I, * that this wirrant bears

our name," and I unfolded and shook [t out be-
ore lis eyes,

For s moment the outstretched hand quiv-
ered and thie fuce neross the Hittle table opposite
mea becanie strained and pale, ke the face of
another man. Then he drew himself up with all
Luis ol lhfnll)'. :

St ie fncredible, he snid, slowly, “Incred-
ible, | conld torzive much from you, bt this is
serions, T eannot prss it over, 1 will appeal at
onee {0 the Hritisl Consul.”

"Yes," suid 1, “hn in anxious to seo you, he
says, and so are the people n Scotand Yard,
Hut you can appeal Iater. Just now paying ia
mura in your lpe.'

('holloner sat lnoking at me, calm, dignified,
silont. After a moment he said: 1 cannot re-
gret your actlons to=dny, as | thought you were
# gentleman, Now, you are untasked,  Hut
in one way 1 do reqret them, an they linve
:pnlim'l for moe the little surprise 1 haud in store

or you,''

“What do yon mean ¥ I naked, sharply,

1 mean,” said Challoper, * that [ have fonnd
the thief and recovered thie money in par "

Forn full minute | sat and stared at Chals
loner, astounded at such marvellona sffrontery
and sneh aoneuly te noting, His manner was
unembarrassed, his volee clear and steady,
his attitude ensy aod natural, ver 1 had enough
evidence to convict him of having bwen & bogis
medivm and clairvoyant, an embeszierof clinreh
funidp, and s remarkably elover blackinailer,
But, s 1 looked at his composurs ander iy
attack, I almost admired him,

S el ¥ snid Chinlloner rxg-pcttm.ly.

“1'ay me my money,” | replied,

O one eondition,” e sald.

* What condition ¢ | asked.

“hie" said Challoner, ** Ridienlons as your
charges are, fate seems (0 have placed ma fn
your wer for the moment, How dol know
but that after | pay you you will have menr-
restedl ¢ Wl you promise that after I pay |
shnll frea ' !

SN e wndd LT promise

I thought he seemod relisved as he nafd:
" Very well, send for some ink. 1 will give you
adralt on my bank s at once,”’

“You wiil not,” | replied. * You will pay me
here and now in cash.’ "

St sappose | haven't got it he sald coolly.
“1am not the Bank of Rome."

“Hut you linve got it, so | won't suppose any-
thlug of the klnd," | replied. * Listen! Yon
have not spent it, for 1 know how you have
lived, [ know you have not deposited ‘itin any
bank In Florence, for | have inguired, nor in
Rome or Venlee, for the police have inguired,
onvd yon have been nowhere else since | last saw
you. =hall [ call the gendarmnwho is outsldes"

Challouer dreew o thick roll of notes from his
pocket wnil proceeded o count them slowly,

* You wmay If you like,” be sald, without stop-
ping his count,

I resumed my sest and watehod Him. It was
Aatrange scene, A waiter stood (dly swinging
i napkin in'the doorway ; the volce of nstreet
singer sounded faintly anid brokenly above the
city nofses, nnd the sunbeams that strayed
through the roaf of shifting leaves mottled the
Hittle yellow palnted jron table, with Itn partiy
!umllglmm by which Challoher sat, never
once butraying by look or gesture that his
thoughts were vecupied by anything more seri-
ous than counting notes,

When he had done he pushed the pils of
notes over tn me silently. 1 couuted them
rapidiy, and found only 2,600 francs,

1t 44 300 rrmncs abort,'” T eakl,

1t Is_your fair proportion of what I re-
covered. replied Clhualluner. 1 am s loser in
the same proportion.’”

I threw the notes on the table and looked
Llm sgunrely In the tace,

" Challoner,” sald I, “'this farce Las got
lm;‘n. Will you pay, or will you not ™"

1 have Just money to get howes with,” sald
Challoner. "&n view Of that fact, do you insie

“ ALl money I8 good,

"

Tdo!™ sald 1,
e b?nnd alightly and sald unnrlnlslr: “You
cat speak platn English at least.” Then search-

Ing in hin pockets he produced four notes of
100 and one of 50 francs, and Inid them on the
talile with the others,

“*Phaut by still 50 short,"” Tesid, ** Besidos, | had
about 30 more in my purse.”

For answer he touk w hamiful of coppers
and small silver from vne of his pockets aod
Eullvd the uthers Inside out, replacing them one

o

¥ une,

"hI ll;lnk 1 will go now,” he sald, coldly rising
to hin feel.

“Wait & moment,” | sald. “When you left
Florenwee you forgot thin,  erhops you would
like 1o have it agulo.” and 1 withdrew from my
pockel thelittle photograph found In his roon.

Vs eaid Challoner l]‘}tlnhlr * | would, It's
the only pivture | ever hnd taken, Done by &
friend, now dead —1 value It highly."

"Eudo L' L replied, *So highly, in fact, that
I would anly be willing to part with 1t In ex.
change for my watch,"

“"Your what!™ e sald, leitiug fall his out-
stroatched Lhand,

My wateh, | vopented. ' Don't think | be.
lleved for s mowent that you had caught the
thiel. You took desperats chances that night,
bt thien the staras Kﬂuml yutl, mnd you were
quick-witted enough to tuke mdvantage of It. No
wotider | didn's hear you, in that upronr, Well,
you robbed e, got inlo your own room, shiut
that nolselees door, mod the ek you limd so cluv-
erly nitered worked fafthtally, giviig you wm.
plo Ehuutu Il your bouty sl slip Into bed
while [ was groping ulindly for the door | sup-
AL first Lhat Triok bamed me com-
t‘:luw' ut the lock was too Nnely adjusted, 1t

comy autumatic and I discovered the trick,
Sl [ dpl nou suspect you Ll recently, Then,
link by Hnk, I catde nd the truth, Sinee then you
have boen (raced, You barely escaped the “po-
Hew In Venloe, and when | stegpesd o diere |
thought you were on your way Lo Switcerland,
Chance brougbit us togethier aad | hiave recov-
winey. Now [ want my watel,."
shivd, Challoper, who bad heon
almently uver iy head, -un'.'ld-uly wald, nst
rocollecting

AL, yos, your watoh! | had
The beyggar bad pawned i, o
ecoverod (L. Hers i1 18" and (o my smaseinent
.:‘rmluuﬂl wy witch from one of the pockets |
I Just seen turted foslde vul aud teid It un
the table, Appareatly this man could do every -
thilng but be Lonest.

I exsmilned it inside and out, and It was un-
doutitedly sy mw;r willnjured, a ticking
werrily. | handed him the plothire, and s he
allently put it in Lis imciu. Lanid:

S You nesin't buther to destroy that ploture,
Challoner.

"1 don't intend 0, he sald coldly,

VWell, it wauldu't bs any use, becauss I've
had It copled Tor the police,™

Challoner lifted & cualr on which his b
resld, and | lhuu&l he wonla sirike T‘ i
aflier o magient he dropped it with o llttle gaap
sl wloud lwauing an i, molstening bie lips like

LE}
I

Poseil open,

azln,
oug

ulle forgolten
course, but |

| times, and of delicate sensibility In the

anlek man, Whea he could himeelf Lo
apeak ho amid with o littie amile

L e A piLy you have the outward Appesranes
of nyentleman, 1 regrel 1 vannot always
with you Lo nndecslve psople.'

Lihink I would bhave Il!l*hid Al lilm bt for
the teagie totel In it all, ho despernte sirig-

wle to pluy hils rt of Innoeanice: (o & F e
u'nn'l'ltl‘!{ Ll h’l?r hin shinine i it illll{‘lp im,

“SChmlioner ™ 1 said, “yon shall go free, an T
hines propised, but Florenos s not s go nos
Lenve ners to-night, 1o half an

[nr You now,
Wwar from how rﬂllre parsiit will stop. [
thnt Is not all. The coples of yaur plotire u‘l
wine, Nhow me reasonable proof of youe gel.
tiog uh hoteatly, of teying to renlly be the gen.
tlemmn yon onee were, amd | will suppress the
photographn and do all L can to Lelp yuu, What
I]llf"ll vy !

L iunml half from me, M'uuinr the gravi
with hils stick, ‘Twloe e fogered s waisteoad
woket pervously, and ones hie hndf extonded
Iiln Tl Then e tuened, bowed sllghtly, aud
walloed away, pulling on lis gloves,

At the door e dreopped b small coltn Into the
Tand of the oleequious waiter who bowed bim
ant, wd stewtd A someht Bottoning his glove,
the pletiree of easy contontment, | walted =
minute after e hal gooe snd then went direct
o the police stntion, )

kruw thut Clinlianer left Viereoce that
night, pause he was “shadowel,” sod the
“alindow " rarther reported that he lined ten-
ereil n 500frane bank note in peyment for his
toket o Gonoa. 1 umnderstand now his nervious
tieoring ot his pocker, _

Two years Inter, In Seville, wheie Nmerican
dentists and ofl stoves wereall the rage, | passed
ane night s Haming placacd at atheates dooe
hoaded: “Mr Cranford  Hughes, Marvellons
Amerlean Magichan! 1 bought & toket, en-
terwl, and furned my gnge townrl my com-
patriot on the siage.

It was (halloner.

I mat the shiow out, and It wan yery good, Lut
Al tire end | missed Chinlloner, Next day, wheu
Lirled, be had gone no oties Knew wheree,

Now when thero 1 w storm st night 1 light the
Hehts for company, and  ponder about that
dread ful nlght aml those ghastiy white hands,
1 koow Challoner did them, Hut liow ?

THE AMERICAN HEART ANALYZED.

Deductions Drawn from the Character of
1,000 Popular Moaxs,

1f the gentleman who wished to write the
sanga of a land weroe wiill alive snd wanted 1o
furtniah this conntey with (ts ballads, words and
miigle, in cheap, popular form, s wonld Mnd
thae most of his thne would be oceupisd [n com-
posing sentimental ditties. It may therefore
e argued, conversely, that §if the songs of p
Iand indicate the prevailing cliarscteristic of
the people, this is a distinetly sentimental na-
tion. The premises for thin assertion aro estab-
lished from an analysis and classifleation of n
list of one thousamil songs wlilch come under

the head of popuiar. In this list there
are no traosiations, no classical componi.
tions, not more than & dozen welec.

tlons from operas, and no songs that nre not in
English or some dialect of Englisti. Many of
them are old songs, but they are favorites, and
while the composers range from Dibdin to De
Koven, and from Tom Moors to Dove Hraham,
these 1,000 songs-&s much by reason of their
ever-green topics and Insting minele as heenuse of
their recent publication- can safely be called
the popular songs of the dny.

In order to get at the relativa popularity of
the thousand popular songs, they wers fiest
grouped under the two main hends of Serious
and Comie, the result showing thint, so far as
the Iyric leanings of the peopls go, Americans
take that form of aAmusement quite ns seri-
ousiy as the English nre supposed to 1nkeall
their amusement. The figures give 700 sorions
ponular songs, against 201 comles, In the face
of the large circalation of eomic papers, the
high favor In which the American humorist
stands. and the crowds at the comle operns,
this certainly is & peculiar showing. It wonld
seem to provo that while Americans publicly
give countenance to humor, deep in their Lieart
they prefer the scrious things of life, ita loves
and its babies, (ts memories and Its mothers,

A further annlysis of the list showed that the
rerious sonjgs were of A sufMciently composite

character to allow of segregating therefrom
thoss which dwelt mlﬂ'\- and clearly on surch
tender themen us Love, Mother, Rellgion, Home,
Haby, ltomance, Patriotism, and what may he
called Sentiment, Next it was seen that the
sONgs of two races wero aufMiciently numerous
to form separate classex the [rish anid negro, so
that with thess snbdivisions the classification
was e ander the sleven following heads:
Comle, Sentimental, Romantic, Patriotic, Helig-
lous, Maother, Home, Love, Haby, Irish, and
Negro, The classification then gave the follow-
Ing result, with the sougs arranged In the order
of popalarity:

Tlevay 0f Song. No, af Sanga Prreenfoge,
Rentimental oo, 2N 2040
Comie.. o 0 1800
Irish, 14 1500
Ve, ‘ 1 1140
omantie. ol B
Hime * M Te,mid
NERO 84 430
Fatriofie “an HAIT]
* Marth i
llrllflﬂlll n
* Rahy ", .. 14 Jidn
s 1,000 10000

In order that the reader may arrive ntatrue
estimate of the American heart, as revealed by
the relative popularity of songs, the plan of
classification wdopted should e made clear,
and this cannot be better done than by giving s
fee exnnipleaof vach class. Hy hahy mongs is

meant those that are directly addressed or that
refer to bables, sucl an ** Haby Mine,” " The
Halieson Oup Hlock,” * Baby Iarl.lr'i;f. “My

and *The Cot in

Little Une's Waiting for Me,'
the Cornper.”

Shmllarly, by home and mother songs are
meant those directly treating of thess two sub-
{f“" stch ma " U've No Hume Now,” * Gowd
News From Home." “Tho Ring My Mother
Wore," " Come Sit by My Side, Mother." and
“ A Flowar I Found in Mother's Hible."”

The religious songs are anch popularized
hymns ps = Nearer, my fiod, to Thee,” *In the
Sweet Hy and Hy,” and sieh others as have
been carried from the hymnal to the songster,

The patriotic songs Include not only thuse of
this jand, sucn as* Marching Through tisorgia,'
“Star-sonngled Banner.” * Dixie's Land,'” and
“The Faded Coat of Blne,” but also the national
anthemn In English of other countries, for
which there seems to be & constant demmsnd,

The negro songs Include alike tlwwmluwmn'l‘
religlous, and camie, whether ** Old Bluck Joe,'
*Oh, Dem Gaolden Slippers,” or “There's o New
Coon in Town."

Hy romantic songs Ie meant such_ stirping, de-
scriptive, niid heroic ballads as *“The )\ruﬁlﬂr'l
Weighed,” *“Hold Hreonan on the Mo.r,"
v When the Flowing Tide Comes In." **Lar-
bonrd Watch,” and " The Johnstown Flood."

The love songs ara such ns relate to love,
apart from the sentimental, such as ** Come, Sl
by My side, Littie Darling,” “1'll Remember
You, Love, in My Prayers,” *1'm Waiting, My
Drling, for Thee" and ** Dearest \l:i\

OF the Irisl songs it should be said that they
include the patriotic, the comio, sud those of
love, I"utl{ one-third of them are such patrlorie
Inys nn " Wearing of the Ureen' *Exile of
Erin," " Paddy's Land," sod * Eriu, Remember
the Days of Old." The balance are about
equally divided among such love u.mr- o8
“knllulwn Mavourneen,” *“Sweet Aileen
* e Pretty Giel Milking Hor Cow,” and such
whimsicalitien us * Flanagan, the Imdnll-."
“When MeCormick Rules the State,” ** Bldalis
Jane MoCann," “Are Ye There, Moriarity *'" and
“Rwate Uastle Garden.”

The comle pongs include everything that (s
calvalated 1o raise & lll-l-‘lll. wliether becanse
“Her Golden Halr Was langing Down Her
Hack," ur because she waa n ™ [;_a‘.l- eaded Girl"
and wiether the singer was “ The Man with the
sealskin Pants,' or “The Son of & Gambolier.”

The wentimentul songn fnclude all those that
deal with the guier and gentle moods, whethier
reminiscent or pathetio, and range from * When
You and I Were Young, Maggle™ to * The Song
that Heached my Ileart,” and from * There's
Always u Seat iu the Purlor tor You™ 10" The
Oid Harn Floor,"

The extremely large ?ﬂl‘l‘!lll. e 0f these smo-
tlonsl songs in certalply remarkable, especially
when it |« remenibered that the great emotion
af love hias beon sliminated from this group in
the classification, It indicates, in & peculiar but
unmistaknbie way, that there in a very pro.
nonneed straln of tenderness toward one's fel.
lows, of suft remembrances of old m-e:nu and

reart of
the Awmerican poople Lhe sopg-buying, soug-
slnglng peaple.
ere wro many other interesting dednetions
thst might be made from this classitdeation of &
thousand popnalar sougw. such as the colncidence
of & nhntﬂ:r winber of pateiotle sud mother
songs; the large place oovupled in American
sonig litarature snd music by the lrish writers
and subjoois, wud the fact that the mother and

Ly songs are nol, afier all, pearly so sumer-
ous A8 ol Inight expect — but enough has beon
written to show thit s list of & thousaud popi.
ar songs means something more than temupo-
rary musle hall favorites or s feelag public faney.

‘Tho Flehes in Long Isiand Sound,
Froni the dreenwich Graphie

Booner or later there will be scarcely any fish
in the Sound unless mm-r.l.xinx is done o pre.
venl the destrustionof them, A gradualdimwing.
tion of salt wuter food fiah is repurted sll slong
the cosst. ‘This destruction s cay In 1neat
cases by wilful violaton of game laws. ‘e tish
phosphate thctories, fur instance. cause the dis.
appoarance of lmuwsnse quantities of biuefish,
basa, and seoup. The gill neis at the onl.un:]
L lu{l and harbors have slmost exterminst
the striped bass, which once was very plestifyl,
while early nrm{:upma pound nets are sel for
alewives, Asitsh, suielts, and fAounders, spd
these are ceught by the ton and spresd upon
the ground ss fertilizer, The most olstriciive
neta jrobably sre the pounds, since they are
made of fine muhed netting wnd cover an lm-
mense arva.  In sume instances these nets are
4000 fest In longih, and Ml‘b Iy cateh (.
menss guaniitive of canoers, kil tlerfinh,
white pervch, apd young fry of the black sl aed
oun baes wihileh fregueit vur walers,

-

OUR NEW NTREL FLEET,

Maw It Comparss with Forelan Flests, and
Whnt It Moast Reynires,

Wanstinaron, Feh, 20 Althongh bath the
number, and. the types of the war vossels re-
qulred by the United Mtates must be fxed ac.
cording fo obir own standards, yeu since the
nood of any war vessels wt all hina at Hs very
base profection aeminat possibile stuack, it iswell
tu ubwerve what other countries are dolng,

Secretary Herbert recently caused (o be com-
plled some statistion on thin subject which show
that England has 49 batile shios, 1% coant de.
fenders, and 18 armored crnisors in service, aml
10 battle ships bullding: Franoe has 43 armored
vesseld bullk and 20 authorlzed and building:
Russin's numbers are 40 and 14, respuectively
Gernany ', 00 word 0 Haly's, I8 and 10: Tor.
key'aci8 and 2 and w0 on with other powers,
Even Hollamt ina Y4 wemored coast defenders
in actual service, nod Sweden and Norway Lo,
Kueh faots should not be ignored, bocanse they
inddlcate the clusses of vessels which the experi-
enve of uther uutions spproves, sume of which
also gur own navy might have o mest.

These grrays are supplemented by many un-
armoreyl vessels, Thus Engianil, taking together
protected crulsers, urdinary crilsers, gunbonts,
and torpedo vessels oxclusive of torpedo buats,
s LM puch war vessels in service and 48 au-
thorined and Lullding. T'he numbers for France
Aro 147 !u'nl 24: for Spain, which Is very sirung
In fast vnarmored vessels, 00 and 25; for Duly,
2 and 10 for tiermany, S and 1; for Humfa,
62 and ¥ for Sweden and Norway. 54, and soon.

The pending bill for the Increaso of vur uavy,
however, did not provide mny more unarmored
cruisers, fov several reasons. Cne is that our
proportion of sich vessels in nlready suMciently
Iarge, whilo more battle ships are absolutely
veeded, and hato tlie additional advantage of
furnishing const and harbordefence. The House
Naval Cornmittee, in its report, called attentivn
to the fact that in the Yaluengagement the
Jdapaness fire was for m great part of the time
nmostly caontentrated agninst the two Chiness
battle ships, one of wiich is said to have beei
it mbout 400 times. Yet these two vessels wore
so shighily injured that if they hind Ll more
ammunition  they wight heve renewed the
battio wishe almost unompaived eMoieney, 1L
19w quention,'” suys the report, * whetbier 1 f they
hwil boen properly mumnued aod handied the
Jupaness woutld have been victorious,'”

e of Lhe argiments agninat battle nhips in
the llotse debate wan that “the heasy nroor
plistos malon them (0P heayvy, in addition to the
immense arisnment they carry,” and that for
this eenson “anch vessels are ol seagoing ves-
sels.” Whatever may be true as to certain
types or individual specimens of Toreign-buile
nrmorelnds, our own battie ships of the indiats
clnss hitwe been lpm-llllf exumined by n Honrd
an Stebilhty, and bave been found 1o be abmo-
itely nil thnt could be desited in that respect,
There dies not appear to be the slightest duubt
uf thelr stability, nccording to ihe fodings of
this Banrd, and: yer they are extraordinery in
their combination of beavy nrmwor and heavy
armament. As to the custom of Keeping battle
Alipyin hame waters, that simply shows that
their primary purpose is to serve as a fieat line
of defence. Huttle ships nre very expensive tu
mpslutain. and the expense can be greatly re-

aeed in home ports where the crews v be
simalier and the items for coal and for wear and
tear are less,

Indewd, it should be kept in mind that it has
nover been the intention to retaln all our bat-
tie ships In commission. As far as possible,
after belng well- teated, they will rhups be
lubd up e ordioary and commissioned  from
time totime for brief periods, The service on
distant stations and for peacs purposes gen-
erally can b performed chiefly by cruisers and
amall gunboats. Eugland, slthough she has
Important possessions all over the glnbe, keeps
In comminslon, seeording ty the House Commit-
tew's atatistics, only fiftecn battle ships crulaing
at any distance, et belonging to the Mediter-
ragenn spuadron, four to the Channel squadron,
and otis on the China station, while the re-
mainder are on the liome station, either in re-
serve o Inid up or under repair, and soon,

No _less strong than the argument for battle
mliips Is.that Lor torpedo 15, Inour own navy
there Las been n peculinr delny to furnish these
craft, arising from several sources, In the
first place, it was thought thst ‘mullrrlul.lr' Kuns
might have n.Fraul future, and that honts woulid
have to e Lullt especially o earey them,
Augnin, the devejopments of machine gun fire,
of search Hghts, aud of steel erinoline netting
for the protection of vessels, all threatoned to
restrict ‘greatly the value of torpedo 1s,
Thess connlderations had so great an effect on
our Navy Department aboul eight yenrs ago
thist (it dud pet hesitate to annoitnce its doabts of
the value of surfave torpedo boats, and sought
to devolop submarine bonts, with & view to
%-uung the objectiona already mentinned,

un it has happened that our pavy has dragged
in the rear in this particular.

Hut the brillinnt achiev tsaf mute hile
torpedoes in the thres |ast naval wars, nnmely,
the'Chilan, the Hraziliag, and the Corean, finve

roved that, in splte of all drawbacks, torpedoe
watls are powerful anxiliaries for warfare car-
ried on iy harbors,  Oue navy, which Las only
three sich boats bullt, the stiletto, the t,'lla-hintz.
and the Ericsson, must have onorve, and sbionld
bave them st ance,

o learn what foresign nations are dning, re-
sort may again be hiwd to Secretary Herbert's
atatistics, which show that France hins 217 tor-
*mln bonts in service mnd 42 authorized and
1

willding:  England, 164 and 04 respectively:
taly, 178 and 11: Ruossia, 183 and 14; Gior-
wany, 110 and 8, The contrast betweon such
figures and our total of three built and thres
more adtioriged Is greater than that hetween
our armorciads and cruisers and those of other
powers, . Bven countrien that are Inferlor to us
n total naval power far suronss us in torpedn
hoats, Thius Austrin hias 04, Grecce has 51, and
Holland tns (1, Fven Argentina, Hrazil, and
Chill are credited with 22 ench lu service, whila
Jdapan, whioh has 4 i service, has 235 others
authorizell and bullding, Cectainly she has
paid for them over and over l‘uln by what tor-
oes did for her at Wei-Hai-W

The leadihg appropriations asked of this Con-

wn for Lthe navy by the pending bill .ll_mtlfr
themselves In aimost every respect, nking
theicasctof the appropriations for reserve guns

and ammunition, the country is now paying
subsidien 1o the 'aris and New York, condi-
tiptied on their being ready 1o serve the Giovern-
mont, wnd yeL wa have no reserve "F'."‘" for them
it théy should bo so chartered, England umed
alvo topay them subaidies, but she had guos and
#un mannts to put on ril.

There Is goixi reason Lo belleve that when the
bill passed by the Houke Lian been voled upon
by tlie henate, snd the disputed polnta od justed
in conference, {t will foroy & good contribution
to the building up of the fleet,

GOLD IN ALASKA,

By, Day Says There Is Pleaty of the Metal
on the Yucan KHiver and lis Feeders,

WAsHINGTON, Fob. 20.—Dr. Day, the minera-
logical expert of the Geologleal Survey, says
there is plenty of gold in Alaska, and that a
great Jdeal of money coulil be made there if
some company would undertake to furnish
transportation facliities for reaching the mines,
The Treadwell mine, which Is the only great
capitalized mineral property in Alaska, is one
of the most profitable in the world, but that s
due not o much to the richness of the ore as to
the. practical business abliity sud economy
shown in lts management,

“There are hundreds of mives in this coun-
try,"” baid Dir. Day, " with much richer deposits
than are found on the Treadwell property that
do not pay avall, while that one yields big divi.
dends, It is simply & matier of prudent and
able management. The same can be said of the
Homestake m'ne at Deadwood, which i very
similar (n the character of ite ove mod io its

mothods of management. On the Yukon Hiver |

and lis branchea and feeders there is plenty of
placer gold, and the further you goup the betier
It gets, but thers is no way to reach that
country excepl by crossing the mountalns on
foot from Kitka, or by going up the Yukon Itiver
L the spring when it Is clear of lve. A little

| steamer commences running every year sbout

April wnd makes regular trips for the benefit of
touriats mnd miuers until the water frecses up in
the fall, but owing to the rapids it Is ahle to go
bt & comparstively short distance, and
then thy mivers have lo get canoces, dug-
outs, and. other boats and make ithe rest
of the distance the best Lhey can. The
currenl in ewift, the journey is slow, and
ul.u“lul with ureat daunger. 'The niners carry
supplies for the eatire season, Tl If they haj-
;.nn to meet with an aceldent they are sotirely
dnpendent upon the generosity of t:lun. They
K0 up me early as Lhey can in Jtn spring and stay

they van o the fall, but they .:ap.'llr
wore than six wontbs' work out of the
ko goudd wages as a rule, but thers
A B rest of luvk sbout it sud wost of
e work Is dene with wvo other facill-
tlew than & pivk and s pan. COocasionally
soe prond snd Laughty t'AfiL&lln brings

aslate
wver
ear. They

in & oradle, and his name is celobrated fur ebis
urprlr sl thropgh the rgTu. The wisier s
terribly cold and uuﬁ and dreary, sud unless
& juan s very well housed and Las pleaty of
provisions be would not do well Lo vemains in'the
chmp after anow flles, Twoor three years ago
151 lnunt:.u wintered way up the Yukop, but
tduf not ve Lis cabin the solire seasun,
When Lo came away e swore Lhat (he saurars
[ s was pot visible st the latitude of the
Yuken Hiver, but I turoed out that he had
wever besn out of his cabin, and the windows all
in-oi.d the otber way. If acompany sbould or.
leo to develop those n{h}bl fur gold, as the
udson Pay Company worked Hriush America
or fars, It would make nmu:‘n! ore money.
s l.: of coal i Alaske." Dr. Day
., “ahd thers are lead wives withiu the
arcile chrela™

THE ARMY AND ITR AFFALIRD

The Awnvds of Miars - Genernl Condition of
the Merviee What laspretions Sagrent,

Wasmixoros, Feb. 21, With adjonrhment
niear, Httle mors leglslation Is expected for the
argly,  Thers |8 but small chinbee, for csample,
that the reorganiention W will e considered,
stnes the Honse Comnaittee on Hiles lins refised
o ansign  tme for Jta eonslilersilon, M,
Ot hiwalte, the Chalrman of the Miary Com-
mittes, who ling Shawh great motiviny smd s
cvasn I pushing through army maticrs, s aloo n
momber of the [Rules Commitice, s that IF v
vould ot get e nesignmivnt of o day the case
st Indeed e dusprnte,

Oinly by unsblons consent was Gl Boli.
felll's promotion  poshed  Phdough,  Mers e
iRy b milidd that others shiate the Liditens
bt GEnernl's furtune, for Lin mson, Cipt, O, B
Sehofeld, Second Uay iley, sod Chgin, 'L 1L Bisy
of the Commissary Depsriment have bevin vo- |
Appolnted by Lidme as sddes, with promotlon
wlitle 8o meting to the gonk and gy of Livaten
antColonel, as the law allows. He has gl Lid
perjulsite as LleutenantGeneral of wonllitary
secrviary, with the rank of Lieuteinnt-olone!,
il s mppointed Llout ol Wiherey, Speonil
Infantey, to thut powt.  With Mayor Strone's
appolntinant of ten, Soliofeld’s son-ndaw to by
Polloe Commiskioner, the ymonth has cartainly
beon proliffe In valentines [ thnt guirior,

While tion, Ruger hns doly recolved the dom-
Inntion to be Major-tieneral, 1o fill the vacauey
ciaused by Gen, Sehoffell's promotion, the nowi.
natiot of & Colonel 1o e Helgadier-Ganeral In
Gen, Ruger's place still hangs fire, ‘I'he 115t of
the ranking candidates Loy mlrendy been given
In these columun, and In addition the uame of
Col, 1 S Gurdon, =igtl @avalry, who ls now
stationed near by, wt Fort Myer, s mentioned,
although one drawback would be the very large
number of competent and able Colonsls over
whose hends e would Liave to be Jumped, Two
of the candidotes who have been connedcind
very long with the army are Col. 7, H. Blise,
Twonty-fourth Infantry, and Caol, H, W, ('los.
son, Fonrth  Artillery, who both  entered
Went Polnt in 1850, It hias been suggested thint
adelay may e made in the sppointment of a
tiew Hrligadier-tieneral, lnnsmuch as under the
present arrangeinent all the d«-mrup-nl o
manis ire now illed either by Major-Generals
o Hrlgmller-tisnerals, so that & new general
otficer wonld be lefe without #neh s commnnd,
Hut it wo aem ure i rocordanen with whst
I Just, b conferving promotions, that the new
sppolntment should follow closely upon fien.

uger's contirmation, OFf course, In September,
when Gien, Schiofleld retires and Gen. Milestnkes
commuand of the army, thers will be o genecul
ullieer without a specific vcomgnnd.

While thicae avenues of promotion for the line
have beati opened, some others hinve been shui,
Tha new Aroy act provides, as may b noted,
Tor yeductions ln the numbers of the L |
gradox of the Subsistence aud Pay corps, ‘Those |
rednotions uro to be effected wituply by making
HO ARPGINTMONLS Lo vacancles thist vxist or may
hereatter oxist in llum'frmlm. Inone of the
vorps severnal vacancies dil exist, and npolica-
tiona from lLine officers werv op e for appoint.
ment. As u partinl consolation, there are alse
vacancles in the Quartermasier’s I)u]lmrtmnnr.
which are open to appointments trom the lne,

The rednction of =ubsistence and Pay officers
was urged by Secretary Lamont, who showed
that |t wis entirely practicable. The Seoretary
has plmost made W specially of reducing army
exponses, nithough in this particilar case one
offset s the increassd pay and expenses does to
making Gen, Schofleld a” Lieutenant-tieneral,
Ote of the next redoctions to which the Secra.
tary Is expected to devate himself is that in the
cost of travel for the inspection of poste. The
mannsrin which this is expocted to be necom-
plished Is the grouping of posts for inepecti
otharwise than by departments. so that an |
apector-ticneral assigned (o m department will
imspect thore posts which are noarest to him.
whether they hr.-luuf to his depavtment or not.

sSpeaking of the Inspector-Gensrnl's Depart-
ment, it may be mentioned that one of the nn-
nunl reparts of Gen, Breekinridge, which uns
nt length boen mado pubilic, eontuins *ome in.
teresting s'niements as to the condition of the
army, In general it remarcks that perhaps never
were the drill and discipline better, the ad-
ministratinn more efMcient and satisfactory, or
the comforta afforded greater, o that s geatify-
Ik degrec of confentment prevails throughout
the serviee, This kst fact is {llustrated not only
Iy n decresge i desertions, hut by a notable dis-
PositiA) to refntist, which of conrse impiles that
those who dowo iee satisfied with the servies,
tnn  recomiehdation made for forther im-
provement, nomely, the nhalition of retained
pny under the wot of 1800, salready law. That
net allowsd tha retention of £4 a month from the
woldier's pay durlng the first year of his enlist-
ment, so that w private, Instead nf receiving $1:
nmonth, actually received 80, This eansed dis.
watisfaction, nnd the fnw has been repealed by
the recent Army Approprintion bill, 1 s soldier
wishes tn save his money doving lis first year,
he can do so by depositing it with the Tay:
master, nnd will recelve interest on the amount,
tien, Hreckineidee sugiests that i1 wonld e
well o oncourage this svstem of snvings by re.
diing the present mwinimum of depoit atlowed
to one dallir.

As o the post schonls, (ien. Breckineidge
thinks thint “no civilized army. probably, Lins n
leas sffective achonl erstem for enllsted men
than ours,” but hopes for improvement In i,
naw thut it s no longer legal to enlint men, for a
fieet enlistment, wlio cannot spenk, remd, and
write English, With rudimentary instruction
thus furnished beforehand, the yost schools can
rely ofn greater average advancement. Guen,
Breckinrldge recommenids giving flest and sec-
vid cluss cortifieates 10 those who receive a
commaon-achoo! education in post scliools, and
that, as A etimulus to exertion, the Hrst.claes
certificater should carry with them s small In-
Creaie ol pay,

I'ho Slgual Corps and Hospltal Corps, it would
appenr, ure efMleient, but it s suggested that the
latter nught not to be drilled with weapons at
all, becnusc there s an impropriety fn furnish-
ing ther with armes.  StilL it s evident that in
ronflicta with wild Indian tribes that inve very
it e respect elther for the duties or the Immui-
nities of the Hed Urose, the Hospital Corps men
might be in o situation where Tumilipeity with
arms waotld be of conslderable use to them.
el is angeested thnt wny exceptional emer-
geneles would be provided for by always sclects
ing the Hosputal Corps from old soldiers.

FOR BEITER PROTECTION OF S8HIPS.

A Shipbullder's Idea of Mirengthesing the
Hiden of Fassenger Craft.

*In the varlous comments on the loss of the
stenmship Elbo and the lessons o bo learned
therafrom,” said one of the best known of the
younges shipbullders on the Atlantic const to s
SUN reportoer lust week, * | have failed to find »
suggestion of what seems to me to be of great
Importanee, 1t is that the double bottom which
In now bulit in all our first-class vessels should
b extended upthe sides of tlie vessels tothe
first deck nbove the water loe. Thoe space be.
tween the inner and onuter shins shunitld be Alled,
as s done with our men-of-swar, with cellulone
orsoie other obtursting material. so thatin
cass of collision the rush of the water voulid be
kept aut and the chances of sinking lessened,

“The buliders of fiest-vlass passenger ships
have much to learn from the construotion of
the motdern warships, if they would produce &
crnft that (o w nearer approach to the unsink-
able vessel to which all sre looking forwuerd,
They must wlso inve a drill of their crews sov-
eral times at sen during & vovage, where every
mnn Wikl know his post and be preparcd Lo do
his doty on the Instant, The nts shoild be

lowered angd preparntions mnide alandoning
ship, such an the crews of e wenof-war go
throngh vonstanily, "Fhen, in case of a vol-
liston, the luss of life will be reduced to s
winimuim, .

Ul psn-ofawae and tloe frst-ol
ship Lot have 1win screws |
war slilp, huwesvor, nas an lnner er skin,
and thls s ool only Oled with celluluse, Lut is
subdivided by pumercus balkhesds of very
light bul sirung metal, In yvase nf a wound i
the huil of (he ship, the water will swell the
cellinfose anild thie leak e arcested partiinlly. If
pob Loo serlone, the & of the water will be |
stupped eutireiy, My ver. the war slip is
eiiped with feak nevesters and cotl slon mats
aiil has nvnerois Life ratts, The lile-saviug
n?nu-menl OF passupges shilps usinllsy vopainga
of o few ooatn s fied Ul stowedl aw Thnt
whed with diffioulty.

they are rvaclied

Thero ave i Alon mnts, and ey lie weans
ul stuppitg u bursi analr purt ls usually lacks
g, The bulichem re few and the dours be-

tweon them aluost invariably upen,

ONow, if o transatlantles eompany  shioild
make s oraft with all the bulkiewls sollil, oy
some of them already are, anil, in addition,
ahionld extand the double Botlom g thie slles
Rlove the water line with pomerons  sulsly
vinlons, cach Alled vwith o water almorbent, the
extra exuense woithd be o setious matier, bt | ‘
n sure the trafic sbicacted thereby wonld be
wi large that i sl be g paying investment in

thie lodg run. ) won sure that, lind I been Kuown |
that the Gascogon was eiigins ) tlus inanner, |
there would Lave been very little atiziety as ty |

|

e el y,

"The vil d"?". of moment 16 the large
passeniger ships of the preseut day are from e
and collistun, They will withsland any storm
that the voean van Kick up,. There s an enur
mous agnount of inflanguabile msiorial o pes.
senger boals that dees nat exist i war shil pa,
The lightest of etal ik bvade, of some we.
larinl uf & woody nature that will pot bure |
easlly when ooal with uninfammable mete
rlal, world seam 1o be the next nloriuu vanon to
avert danger by flre, I posalble, however,
there should be no womiva subdivislons in
boat, A craft such as | have ludipstled won
wrove & d mipe in nrmnu apacity to ite |
OWn o, ary Little space poed lost 1o secure
thess Iﬁpmrmmu. wnd the non.sinkable ship
would Le wuch searsr st hand.™

———

SAILORMEN OF THE EAST,

THE TIERRANED LANSCARNS FOPND
ON SOME BREITISH AFEAMSHIPS,

They Mave Driven White Nullnvs OF (hy
Venncln Tendlog (o the Fam Giant Ne
Biane In the Sioke Mole Gosness Whe
Urew Rich tram Vips s Siewarde

Ohe ween now and then slong thie New Yark
water reont thinadeggod dark Yovon won witk
small, velvety blnck ey nng soaloy Black hinie

Thesw pre the Lascars, and ey Invariably be

fong to eitish ships trading to the tast. Tie

Fonmine (s the aatlorman of the Beitish Fast In

ies Ve word mieans army servant in Hindos

tan, and the Lasears have baan sallors for many
wenwratione,  Those that now sall on the greal
stentiers femding betwenn Girent Mrlinin and
her Oriental possessions are  descondanta of
those that sadded the ships of John Company

The Losears ave of Hindu oriein b aro devost

Muahammedans,  They nee hired whuicsale (rom

aRLlve shipping ngonts in Kast Indish porie, and

raany thousands of them are aflont.
T vsedd to be that the native Kast Indien sailoy
enthe o further west than Buer, whers weats

l hound travellers ook caravan for Alexandein

before the canal was dag, Only Hritiah sailors
wore found tn the Moditerranean. ‘Che change
camie with astrike of Brivish snlloss, when s few
Lasenrs worn slitpyed In piace of the strikers,
and now the Loscurs linve delven the whites out
nf nll the shifgs trading to the East, The Lascar
has thie virtnes of soliciety anid nbedlonce, thangh
the Hritish sallors say o is a coward not to be
triated nshipweeck, It s only falr to say thas
there s a vaciety of opinlons on this point, and
the evidenve is conflicting, ‘The Lasear certalne
Iy fs . fatalist, and when he |8 convinesd thay
death i Inevitable Lie slaply waits without efs
fort for lts approach,

The Lasoar as seen aboard ahip s a thinly
clad, wiry mian with bare feet. He does won-
ders with his toes,  When a rope is to bo pioked
ap he usea his toes for the purpose, and he
nsconds the st by sticking hiv big toea in the
lnks of the great chains.

The bontswain s the leader of the Tasears,
Heo is usunlly an oldish man, with gray hair and
a beard dyed red and brushed in the hay-stack«
struck-by-lghtning style, He has s wonderful
Orlentnl whistle hung about Lis neck, and his
urow are absolutely olwdient to Its notes. The
Loatswain often hecomes much attached to

particalar ship or Captain, and in  turn
bhas  muny faithful  Lascar followers, sa
that the favorite Captain s surs  of
& bortswain and  evew. It is  the

risle to ship & erew for the ronnd veyage, and
the eompanies shrewdly endeavor to pay off in
the British Indian ports where the rupes (s the
unit money and is arbitearvily valued above Ite
worth in English maney by the ship's accounte
ant. However, when thie Lascar is pald off in &
Chinese port, heis paid in dollars, and lLere the
gain is often on s slde.

The Lascar on & Sunday is an ohject of ploture
eaue fnterest, The crew aro mustered on decl,

nnil every man appears clad in nolean white
gown with a gorgeons silk cummestnnd or sash
si the waist and a gny turban, 'I'he Lasear is
not permitted to go about shwand ship In Lis
native skin ns he would at home, but e usually
vomen sboard (n rags, and e possesses it e o
nothing in the way ot clothiog. Tho law re-
quires, however, thut hin employers shall serve
ot to him warm garments, and accordingly,
you see the Lascar R'l‘lillu nhout the Loudon
doeks clad in m pea jacket, warm teousers, anid
Baots, thesn lnat a peculine discomfont to a man
with prohensile feet never clad nt any other
time, He sticks to his turban, however, even in
London, and you sen bam going abont  the
crowded and disreputible thoroughfares of tha
dock reglon, thrbanon head, bearing nll =orta
of Oriental trities for sale, for the Luscar ls
born tradler,

Along witli the Lascar able seaman comes the
Lasear hoy, who is the oupke wallnb. Tha
I8, At in Ll business to siton deck white the ship
i® passing theough the tropics and pill Lhe rops
that Keeps the tans golng in tis saloon, Thess
chillitven are seattered all over tow rast Indis
steamoers, and they grow uP to b alide semimen
and to Bl the nvimces of thelr fothors, Childrea
and pareuts are fedl on the simplest fond
ghee, or rancd butier, anlimited rice, an
®littie  mmton  curry. Thers s, how-
ever, i every ship's company tho sea lnwyer
thut leads a complaining deputation ta protest
agninst the food, and woe to the new porser
that weakly exlibits sympathy with the comn-
plaint, for his lite will be rendosod misernbls
thronghout the voyage. Abrown anid patlent
compluinant will meet him st overy turn, and
but that the lLaswear neyver mutiufl«. tron bile
might follow the pmrser’s humane impnise.

It must be understood that the Lascar Is usis
ally an able senman and not astoker. Nubians
naked ehan giants, of unlimited good muur-«nm‘l
mnevelloos endurance, 011 the stoke hole. They
are ofton men of noble physigie, though, ares.
tomedd ns Lhey are to the troples, they hinve from
Hrae to thme to be Lifted lmp from the stoke hols
ana eonled on devk.  “'he Nubians are consgant
gimblers, and when not busy below they ars
meen abont the gratinegs over the hoilers gam-
bling with grimy cards,  They have the whitess
tewth imnaginable. kept so by frequent rubbing
with n «tlck.  "The Nublan, like the Lasear,
Is a fatalist, and he suffers painfully from
houiesickness,  Bometimes he beromesa cons
vineed that death s inevitable, and though suf-
fering trom no physical disease ho turns his face
Lo the wall and rofuses to eat until death comes,
Thoship's surgeon can only give the cause of
denth the learned name of nostmigin,  The
Nubinns are also Mobhummedans, and they and
the Lascars pray the set number of times every
dny, kneeling onprayer rugs with thelr faces to-
warid Mecea,

Of conrse the Fritish sliipa ape officersd hy
whites, but the stewnrd s usually A Goaness,
which means n mongrel Portuguess from tion, &
devout Catholie, with inherited superstitions
from native sncestors. Gow, by the way, is the
most Catholic of Orlental citles, and it still has
the Passlon iay at Faster, The tioaness
stownrd gets rich on tips and the Jike, and be-
comes un (mportant person at home, A Hritish
mevchant Captain on landing at tios r(-cn?niud
n former stewsrd in & gorveously caparisoned
fellow bolding an_oMcial place of some fm-
portanes unider the Portuguese GGovernment.

_AlLthis strange company on board the British
FEnst Iodinn ships spenks with more or less
flnency some it or dislect of Hindustani,
Every oMer auxions for pruowotion must learn
thbs ondd Hingere franea, or enmp langosge, and it
is roustantly neard aboanl ahip, {‘lln tustani is
really not s language i the true sense of the
word, bul a sort of mwongrel tongue like the Yid-
dish, 1t s founded on Persian, with admixtures
of tinfeestl, Mahuarsttl, and other native lan-
ehages, and o Libersl admixture of oddly trans-
formed  Foglish words, The Iudian sonti-
sl crles * Hookumdah 2 which {s merely who
comes there 2 ind there are many other pecoge-
ulzably Euglish plirases, together with some
Ll are tattered quite out of shaps, The Hin-
dusiant sarles in different locallties and with
men of different ocoupatione, The Lascars nll
know it and many of them probably speak no
uther dialect. The Nublaus, who doniless
speak w cortipt Arable, plck up Hindustant
from the |ascars,

Boiis the Lancirs nnd the Nubians cheer up ns
Pl shilp neares tho troples, bhut they suffer gronts
Iy fromi the colil In tomperate regious aod ese
peclally in Pritish porte, They are neglect ful
o, mud one wometinies sees n I-nrul’nn':lc{
Lascar walking a suuw-cove deok n the
Theme colisequence is that many of them
are carcied o by Tuwge diseases, and o special
llar s eametery o the dreary dock end of

Avtilinie is waet mpart for the burial of these Ori-
eutaly, Al burlals, whothee of officers or men,
ara Ly contract, i the npderinler flll'llhhn*
funernls of sev 2 elnsses downto thie * native,’
whiloh s of n Clivnp unid simpls woct, e
dend Lasear toven talluw hilm Lo the grnve
il ey for him =otne sart of Molinmmie-
dan vercinong, the news trave's hack
through the Mediterranenn nud the el Seannd
norons the Todiap Ovean to s half-naked, ausky
Liouseliou 1 Hom bay,

THE STRONUG ARM OF THE LAW,

it 1s Appreciated Whean| Feli'at the Fours
ternth Mireet Cable CUressiug,

The strong ari o the lnw can b felt promply
anud effoctively by auv ong wlio does not mind
hiseye inoeosaing Brondway st the cablo enrve
G the south side of Fourteontl: sireer. The
Broadway piluts at Fwenty-third street. I'iftn
avenus ail Hroadway nre persoasive smd ook
alrupt in holdiig you hack from the jams there,
for they hiave v vontend only againse Huestof
horse vars, Lthe slage line processiops of cars
riages, roginsnts of trucks, My ing squadrons of
sart deiivery wagons, mall vavis, expross jugs
i-m'nmt-. s, haieains,  wd  ussnlacal
tcher varts, Chat's 1 much. Aoy of
thuse can e 2lopy ldom are

vl b, o, e
patient pellow pilrs e
yuu've mure than been by

feant,

vl frightenmi,

Hui st the Fourtesnth street cable vurve stera
e VO TRRANITES BIY DoCessry 10 provenl Lue
nf ¥ depojoaintton of the (slsnd. There In so

e h generad racket nnd bomning and yvellix
aud ringing and: luuumg sl vuaring g:.iflmw 4
T and opush sod canfosion thero thint the dazed
pedeatrian generally falls 1o distinguish suy ine
dividupl vanscof wlurn, aud if onlucky fate conis
Pads bin b orosstiere e Liros! Les o sl inat prayoee
i prsiies madiy oy L0 & eahie car Liappens
0 e rushing amaad the earnie from Calon
wipamre. wil o isnally does happen (st then,
thie pweadestriai sipddeniy Y |r..]1-\ Ui ageinst what
has Wrwt thlism in an fron bar et down by Vrovls
dendce for b dellvers Wiinn bis apetis liis ey es
L mew, lim dliseovers Lhmt the ey 8 the oute
stembobed arm of Lhe policeman on duiy thers,
O her pedesteians Bleup bebind apd orish an
eruwid and soroam, but the ber reminins rigl
uatilthe var thundors past and Lhen 1s Lot dowe,
It s very comferiiug.
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